Path Planning Update
by Sallie Edmunds, Back-Up Manager

This article is the second in a series to try to keep fair
family members involved and informed in the planning
of our new path.

Lots of people stopped by to see the Path Planning
display on the Youth Stage and later on DeSpain Lane or
attended one of the three community meetings that were
held onsite. They expressed variousideas for the creation
of a new full service loop and other ideas for tinkering
with our existing path area to make it work better for all
of us. People also expressed concern for those who would
be displaced by a new path area and those booths need-
ing to relocate to reduce congestion or to make way for
the fire breaks.

Some of the ideas that came up during the meeting are
noted below. In certain cases general comments, con-
cerns and types of support for specific ideas are noted.

What are some of the ideas under consideration for the
new path?

There is considerable interest in moving Main Stage to
the Crafts parking lot or Security Camp. This idea has
come primarily from staff people. We would appreciate
vendor and entertainer input. There is also interest in
moving the bigger acts out of the ever eroding Shady
Grove stage to anew stage in Security camp. This concept
has some support from people from a variety of perspec-
tives.

Clustering food booths in “cul de sax” (dear norma) or
“food courts” with common dining areas is an idea that

~ gained considerable support at one of the public meet-

~ ings. Thisconceptcould beapplied to our existing path or
designed into a new loop. Existing locations that seem
workable are along East 13th near Main Stage and inWay
Back Way near Arc Park. This has support from some
food vendors and infrastructure servme providers.

Several ideas have been generated in the Pike Street/
Kilgallon Acres area. One idea_is t%elmunate the Pike .

. Street/Sallie’s Alley island to create a plaza and push a .

~ new Pike Street loop up toward the fence line and swing”
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e had lots of good ideas for
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walks/Eco interpretive area; an OCF current activities
display such as watershed planning, wetlands, endow-
ment; a politics area; a new non-profit area; a special
display area that would change every year; a demonstra-
tion area; a participatory area (juggling and beading work-
shops; OMSI/Exploratorium type); an interactive theater
area; a place to showcase Native American culture; a
special staff area; anew children area possibly operated by
local schools; open space not dedicated to any particular
use. :

Which booths need to relocate?

The booths that we would most like to relocate are those
that were undercut by the river or have little or no back-
yard; booths in highly congested areas (such as the Junc-
tion, P00 Corner, Abby Rode, Shady Grove and East 13th)
and booths in areas where we need fire breaks (East 13th
between Community Village and Main Stage, Abby Rode,
twolocations on East 13th, Main Stage and Shady Lane. We
also want to be sure that there are several food booths in
whatever new area we choose and since there are no plans
to increase the number of vendor booths, we would need
to relocate existing food booths.

There have been several requests for clarification of
what we mean by fire breaks. Lane County has asked us to
establish fire breaks or concrete fire walls in regular inter-
vals throughout the interior of the fair site. The concept of
fire breaks seems more fitting in our unique environment
than fire walls. Therefore we are going to be asking for
groups of booths in certain areas to volunteer to relocate.
We will replace those booth areas with pocket parks or
seating areas. The formula is that 40 foot fire breaks are
“required for every 8000 square feet of structure or 60 foot .
breaks forevery 16,000 square feet of structure. This means
that there is some flexibility as to exactly which booths -
must relocate. If you and your neighbors.are willing to
_move, please letus know, L R
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